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of raising the cultural standards of the masses.   When the Party and the
government began to take up the peaceful work of restoring industry and -
agriculture he considered that this question had become more urgent than
ever.

This explains the exceptional attention which he devoted at this time to
cultural questions, and primarily to the abolition of illiteracy among the
population. He constantly reiterated that an illiterate person cannot engage
in politics, that he must be taught to read and write before he can do so.

He was deeply convinced that if the masses themselves took up the task
of abolishing illiteracy., this evil would disappear very quickly. At the same
time he pointed out that the cultural revolution would be a very long process
and called upon the masses to "learn, learn and learn."

One of the greatest achievements of the revolution, in Lenin's opinion,
was that it had made culture accessible to the masses. The raising of the
cultural standard of the masses, he said, would stimulate the development of
science,, technique, art, and the extensive application of science in the work
of building up Soviet economy and the Soviet state. _

In this connection he set a task of enormous political importance, namely,
to see to it that science "shall not remain a dead letter, or a fashionable
phrase (it is no use trying to conceal it, this often happens among us), so that
what we have learnt may become part of our very beings, so that it may
actually and fully become a constituent element of our social life,"*

The remnants of the hostile classes in the country tried to take advantage
of the petty-bourgeois anarchy and the difficulties of the transition to the
New Economic Policy to damage the Soviet regime not only in the economic,
but also in the ideological field. In view of these circumstances Lenin
fought very hard to keep the Marxist theory pure.

In the early part of March, 1922, he wrote for the magazine Under The
Banner of Marxism an article entitled ccThe Significance of Militant Material-
ism,** which was virtually a programme of action for Communists in the
theoretical field, particularly in the field of philosophy.

In this article he still further amplified his idea that the Party must
naintain contact with the masses and that the Party is the vanguard in the
struggle for the building of communist society. On this point he wrote;

"One of the biggest and most dangerous mistakes of Communists (as
generally of revolutionaries who have successfully accomplished the beginning
sf a great revolution) is the idea that a revolution can be made by revolu-
tionaries alone. On the contrary, to be successful every serious revolut-
ionary work requires the understanding and translation into action of the
idea that revolutionaries are capable of playing the part only of the vanguard
of the truly virile and advanced class. A vanguard performs its task as
vanguard only when it is able to avoid becoming divorced from the masses
it leads and is able really to lead the whole mass forward. Without an
alliance with non-Communists in the most diverse spheres of activity there
can be no question of any successful Communist constructive work/**

He also wrote that it was necessary for the Communists to establish an
affiance with the non-Communist materialists, representatives of modem
science, particularly with natural scientists. In this affiance, dialectical
materialism must predominate. Only dialectical materialism was capable of
successfully combating bourgeois ideas and all forms of idealism and clerical-

* Lenin, Collected Works,, R.USS. ed.f Vol. XXVII, p. 407.
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